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CONSTITUTION 

\  ;  OF    THE 


PREAMBLE. 

Wii,  THE  PEOPLE  OF  NEBRASKA,  grateful  to  Almighty  God  for  oupfree- 
^    dom,  in  order  to  secure  its  blessings,  form  a  more  perfect  govarn- 
ment,  insure  domestic   tranquility  and  promote  the  general  av  elfj.,re,. 
do  establish  this  Constitution. 


ARTICLE    L    ■ 

DECLARATION  OF  RIGHTS.  ; 

■       §  1.     All  men  are  born  equally  free  and  independent,  and  ha.A'^eocr- 
^  taiii  inherent  rights ;  among  these  are  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of 

happiness.     To  secure  these  rights,  governments  are  instituted  among 
^men,  deriving  their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed. 
'      §  2.     There  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  this 
■.State,  otherwise  than  for  the  punishment  of  crime,  whereof  the  party 
..  shall  have  been  duly  convicted. 

^      §  3.     Every  person    may  freely  speak,  write  and  publish  his  senti- 
^^ents  on  all  subjects,  being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that  right,  and 

no  laws  shall  be  passed  to  restrain  or  abridge  the  liberty  of  speech  or 
_  of  the  press.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions  or  indictments  for  libel  the 
'-truth  may  be  given  in  evidence  ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  jury  that 
Vthe  matter  charged  as  libelous  be  true,  and  was  published  with  good 
"^  motives  and  for  justifiable  ends,  the  party  shall  be  acquitted:  and  the 
^  jury  shall  have  the  right  to  determine  the  law  and  the  fact. 
.  §  4.  The  right  of  the  people  peaceablyto  assemble  to  consult  for  the 
iNjommon  good,  and  to  petition  the  government,    or  any  depaitment 

thereof,  shall  never  be  abridged. 

§  5.     The  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  remain  inviolate,  but  the  legifi- 
>^lature*may  authorize  trial  by  a  jury  of  a  less  number  than  twelve  men,, 

in  inferior  courts. 


§  6.  All  persons  shall  be  bailable  by  sufficient  sureties,  except  for 
capital  offences,  where  the  proof  is  evident,  or  the  presumption  great. 
Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required ;  nor  excessive  tines  imposed,  nor 
cruel  and  unusual  punishments  inflicted. 

§  7.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions  and  in  cases  involving  the  life  or 
liberty  of  an  individual,  the  accused  shall  have  a  right  to  a  speedy  and 
public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury;  to  be  informed  of  the  accusation 
against  him  ;  to  have  a  copy  of  the  same  when  demanded ;  to  be  con- 
fronted with  the  witnesses  against  him  ;  to  have  compulsory  process  for 
his  Avitnesses  ;  and  to  have  the  assistance  of  counsel. 

'§  8.  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  criminal  offence  unless 
on  the  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury  except  in  cases  of  im- 
peStGhment,  on  in  cases  cognizable  by  justices  of  the  peace,  or  .nrising 
in-the  army  or  navy,  or  in  the  militia,  when  in  actual  service  in  time  of 
W4W',  or  public  danger  ;  and  no  person  for  the  same  offense  shall  be  put 
twj/)e  in  jeopardy  of  punishment,  nor  shall  be  compelled  in  any  criminal 
case- to  be  a  witness  against  himself.  All  persons  shall  before  convic- 
tioijibe  bailable  by  sufficient  sureties,  except  for  capital  offenses,  when 
t^ie,  proof  is  evident  or  the  presumption  great ;  and  the  privilege  of  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  unless  when,  in  cases  of 
rebellion  or  invasion  the  public  safety  may  require. 
"'^'9.  All  courts  shall  be  open,  and  every  person,  for  any  injury  done 
himin  his  land,  goods,  person  or  reputation,  shall  have  remedy  by  due  |^ 
QOurse  of  law,  and  justice  administered  without  denial  or  delay.  j 

'"•§.10.,    Treason  against  the  .State  shall  consist  only  in  levying  war  [ 
against  the  same,  or  in  adhering  to  its  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and 
comfort.     No  person   shall  be  convicted  of  treason  unless  on  the  testi- 
moHy  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  on  confession  in  open 
court. 

§  11.  The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses, 
papers,  and  effects,  against  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures  shall  not 
be  violated  ;  and  no  warrant  shall  issue  but  upon  probable  cause,  sup- 
ported by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  particularly  describing  the  place  to 
be  searched,  and  the  person  or  things  to  be  seized. 

§  12.  No  bill  of  attainder,  ex-post-focto  law,  or  any  law  impairing 
the  obligation  of  contracts  shall  ever  be  passed  ;  and  no  conviction  shall 
work  corruption  of  blood  or  forfeiture  of  estate. 

§  13.  The  property  of  no  person  shall  be  taken  for  public  use  with- 
out just  compensation  therefor. 

§  14.  No  distinction  shall  ever  be  made  by  law  between  resident 
aliens  and  citizens  in  reference  to  the  possession,  enjoyment,  or  descent 
of  property. 

§  15.  No  person  shall  be  imprisoned  for  debt  in  any  civil  action  on 
mesne  or  tinal  process,  unless  in  cases  of  fraud. 

§  16.  All  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeasible  right  to  worship 
Almighty  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  conscienc^e.  No 
person  shall  be  compelled  to  attend,  erect,  or  support  any  place  of 
worship,  or  maintain   any  form  of  worship  against  his  consent,  and  no 


preference  shall  be  given  by  law  to  any  reli'^ions  society,  nor  shall  any 
interference  with  the  rights  of  conscience  be  ])erniitted.  No  religious 
test  shall  be  required  as  a  qualitication  for  otHce,  nor  shall  any  person 
be  incompetent  to  be  a  witness  on  account  of  his  religious  belief;  but 
nothing  herein  shall  be  construed  to  dispense  with  oaths  and  affirnia- 
tions.  ,Keligion,  morality,  and  knowledge,  however,  being  essential  to 
good  government,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  pass  suitable 
laws  to  protect  every  religious  denomination  in  tlie  peacealble  enjoy- 
ment of  its  own  mode  of  j^ublic  worship  and  to  encourage  schools  and 
the  means  of  instruction. 

§  17.     The  military  shall  be  in  strict  stibordination  tothe  civil  power. 

§  IS.  The  writ  of  error  ehall  be  a  writ  of  right  in  all  capital  cases, 
and  shall  operate  as  a  supersedeas  to  stay  the  execution  of  the  sentence 
of  death  imtil  the  further  order  of  the  Supreuie  Court  in  the  premises. 

§  19.  The  blessings  of  a  free  government  can  only  be  maintained 
by  a  firm  adherence  to  justice,  moderation,  temperance,  frugality,  and 
virtue,  and  by  frequent  recurrence  to  fundamental  principles. 

§  20.  This  enumeration  of  rights  shall  not  be  construed  to  impair  or 
deny  others  retained  bylne  people,  and  all  powers  not  herein  delegated 
remain  with  the  people. 


ARTICLE   IL 
LEGISLATIVE. 

§  1.  The  legislative  authority  of  this  State  shall  be  vested  in  a 
General  Assembly,  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  tlouse  of 
Representatives,  and  the  style  of  every  law  shall  be 

'•'■  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Nebraska.'''' 

§  2     Every  male  person  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  or  iipwards, 
belonging  to  either  of  the  following  classes,  who  shall  have  resided  in 
the   state,    county,  precinct  and  ward,  for  the  time  provided  by  law, 
shall  be  an  elector  : 
.  First — White  citizens  of  the  TjMited  States. 

Second — White  persons  of  foreign  birth  who  shall  have  declared  their 
intention  to  become  citizens  conformable  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  on  the  subject  of  natui-alization. 

§  3.  Ihe  Legislature  shall  provide  by  la^v  for  an  enumeration  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  State  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-five,  and  at  the  end  of  every  ten  years  thereafter ;  and  at  their 
fiirst  session  after  such  enumeiation,  and  also  after  each  enumeration 
made  by  the  auth.ority  of  the  United  States,  the  Legislature  shall 
apportio)!  and  district  anew  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  according  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  excluding 
Indians  not  taxed,  and  soldiers  and  oflicers  of  the  United  States  army 
and  navy. 
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§  4.  Senators  and  Representatives  sliall  be  elected  bi-ennially,  by 
the  electors  in  the  respective  counties  or  districts,  on  the  second  Tues- 
day of  October.  Their  term  of  office  shall  commence  on  the  first  day 
of  January  next  thereafter,  and  continue  two  years,  except  the  Senators 
and  Kepresentatives  to  tlie  iirst  legislature  under  this  Constitution, 
whose  election  and  term  of  office  shall  be  as  hereinafter  provided. 

§  5.  The  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  be  chosen  by  districts 
of  convenient,  contiguous  territory,  as  compact  as  may  be,  to  be  defined 
by  law,  except  as  to  the  iirst  election  which  is  hereinafter  provided  for. 

§  6.  Every  white  male  citizen,  who  shall  be  a  qualified  elector  in 
the  district  which  he  may  be  chosen  to  represent,  shall  be  eligible  to  a 
seat  in  the  Legislature. 

§  T.  Each  house  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  election  and  qualifications 
of  its  own  members,  and  a  majority  of  each  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
to  do  business,  but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day, 
and  may  compel  tiie  attendance  of  absent  members  in  such  manner  and 
under  such  penalties  as  each  house  may  provide. 

§  8.  The  Senate  shall  consist  of  thirteen  members,  and  the  House 
of  Representatives  shall  consist  of  thirty-nine  members  and  shall  not  be 
increased  for  the  term  of  ten  years  after  the  adoption  of  this  Constitu- 
tion ;  Provided^  that  after  the  expiration  of  said  ten  yeai-s,  the  Legisla- 
ture shall  have  the  power  to  increase  the  nnud^er  of  Senators  and 
Representatives,  so  as  to  correspond  with  the  increase  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  State;  Provided,  such  number  shall  at  no  time  be  more 
than  twenty-five  in  the  Senate  and  seventy -five  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

§  9.  The  mode  of  organizing  the  House  of  Representatives  at  the 
commencement  of  each  regular  sessioYi  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

§  10.  Each  house  shall  choose  its  own  officei-s,  may  determine  its 
own  rule  of  proceedings,  punish  its  members  for  disorderly  conduct, 
and  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  expel  a  member,  but  not  the 
second  time  for  the  same  cause  ;  and  shall  have  all  other  powers  nec- 
essary to  provide  for  its  safety  and  the  undisturbed  transaction  of  its 
business. 

§  11.  Each  house  shall  keep  a  correct  journal  of  its  proceedings, 
which  shall  be  published.  At  the  desire  of  any  three  members  in  the 
Senate,  or  any  five  members  in  the  House,  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be 
entered  upon  the  journal,  and  on  the  passage  of  every  bill,  in  either 
house,  the  vote  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  and  entered  upon  the 
journal,  and  no  law  shall  be  passed  in  either  house  without  the  con- 
currence of  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  thereto. 

§  12.  The  first  session  of  the  Legislature  under  this  Constitution 
shall  be  held  on  the  fourth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-six;  and  all  regular  sessicnis  thereafter  shall  commence  oil  the 
first  Thursday  after  the  first  Monday  in  January,  bi-ennially.  ]5ut  the 
Legislature  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  be  convened  by  procla- 
mation of  the  Governor,  and  when  so  convened  shall  transact  no  busi- 
ness except  such  as  relates  to  the  objects  for  which  they  were  so  con- 
vened, to  be  stated  in  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor. 


§  13.  No  member  of  the  l^egisLiture  shall,  dm-iug  the  term  for 
which  he  was  elected,  be  appointed  or  elected  to  any  civil  office  iii  the 
State  which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the  emoluments  of  which  shall 
have  been  increased,  dm-ing  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected. 

§  14.  No  person  being  a  member  of  Congress,  or  holding  any  mili- 
tary or  civil  office  under  the  United  States,  shall  be  eligible  to  a  seat  in 
the  Legislature  :  and  if  any  person  shall,  after  his  election  as  a  member 
of  the  Legislature,  be  elected  to  Congress,  or  bo  appointed  to  any  office, 
civil  or  military,  uuder  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  his 
acceptance  thereof  shall  vacate  his  seat. 

§  15.  The  Governor  shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vacan- 
cies as  may  occur  in  either  house  of  the  Legislature. 

§  1 6.  Members  of  the  Legislature  shall  in  all  cases,  except  treason, 
felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest,  ?>or  shall  they 
be  subject  to  any  civil  process,  during  the  session  of  the  Legislature, 
nor  for  fifteen  days  next  before  the  commencement,  and  after  the  ter- 
mination of  each  session. 

§  17.  No  member  of  the  Legislature  shall  be  liable  in  an)'  civil  action 
or  criminal  prosecution  whatever,  for  words  spoken  in  debate. 

§  18.  Bills  may  originate  in  either  house;  but  may  fee  altered, 
amended  or  rejected  in  the  other. 

§  19.  JEvery  bill  shall  be  fully  and  distinctly  read  on  three  difiereut 
days,  unless,  in  case  of  urgency,  three-fourths  of  the  house  in  which  it 
shall  be  pending,  shall  dispense  with  this  rule.  No  bill  shall  contain 
more  than  one  subject,  which  shall  be  clearly  expressed  in  its  title ; 
and  no  law  shall  be  revived  or  amended,  unless  the  new  act  contain 
the  entire  act  revived,  and  the  sections  amended;  and  the  section  or 
sections  so  amended  shall  be  repealed. 

§  20.  The  presiding  officer  of  each  house  shall  sign  pnblicly,  in  the 
presence  of  the  house  over  Avhich  he  presides,  w^hile  tli,e  same  is  in 
session  and  capable  of  transacting  business,  all  bills  and  joint  resolu- 
tions passed  by  the  Legislature. 

§  21.     Each  member  of  the  Legislature  shall  receive  for  his  services  . 
three  dollars   for  each   day's  attendance  during  the  session,  and  ten 
cents  for  every  mile  he  shall  travel  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the 
place  of  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  on  the  most  usual  route. 

Provided,  however,  That  they  shall  not  receive  pay  for  more  than  forty 
days  at  any  one  session. 

I  22.  The  Legislature  shall  never  authorize  any  lottery,  or  grant 
any  divorce. 

§  23.  The  Legislature  shall  provide  by  law  that  all  stationery  re- 
quired for  the  use  of  the  State,  and  all  printing  authorized  and  required^ 
by  them  to  be  done  for  their  use,  or  for  the  State,  shall  be  let  by  con- 
tract to  the  lowest  bidder  ;  but  the  Legislature  may  establish  a  max- 
imum price.  No  member  of  the  Legislature,  or  other  State  officer,  shall 
be  interested,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  such  contract.    ^ 

§  24.  The  Legislature  shall  never  grant  any  extra  compensation  to 
any  public  .offiGer,  agent,  servant,  or  contractor,  after  the  services  shall 
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havp  been  rendered  or  the  contract  entered  into.  Nor  shall  the  com- 
pensation of  any  public  officer  be  increased  or  diminished  during  his 
term  of  office. 

§  25.  Members  of  the  Legislature,  and  all  officers  executive  and 
judicial,  except  sucjh  inferior  officers  as  may  be  by  law  exempted,  shall, 
before  they  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  take  and 
subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Nebraska,  and  faith- 
fully to  discharge  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices  to  the  best  of 
their  ability. 

§  26,  The  Legislature  shall  determine  what  persons  shall  constitute 
the  Militia  of  the  State,  and  may  provide  for  organizing  and  disciplining 
the  same,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

§  27.  In  all  elections  by  the  Legislature,  the  members  thereof 
shall  vote  viva  voce,  and  their  votes  shall  be  entered  on  the  Journal. 

§  28.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  have  the  sole  power  of 
impeachment,  but  a  majority  of  the  members  elected  must  concur 
therein.  Impeachment  shall  be  tried  by  the  Senate  ;  and  the  Senators 
when  sitting  for  that  purpose,  shall  be  upon  oath  or  affirmation  to  do 
justice  according  to  law  and,  evidence.  No  person  shall  be  convicted 
without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senators. 

§  29,  The  Governor,  Secretary  of  State,  Auditor,  Treasurer,  and 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  and  District  Courts,  sliall  be  liable  to  impeach- 
ment for  any  misdemeanor  in  office  ;  but  judgment  in  such  'cases  shall 
extend  only  to  removal  from  office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  any 
office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  under  this  State  ;  but  the  party  con- 
victed or  acquitted,  shall,  nevertheless,  be  liable  to  indictment,  trial  and 
punishment,  according  to  law.  AH  other^civil  officers  shall  be  tried_ for 
misdemeanors  in  office  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  may  provide. 

§  30.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  except  in  pur- 
suance of  a  specific  appropriation  made  by  law  ;  and  no  appropriation 
shall  be  made  for  a  longer  period  than  two  years. 

§  31.  '  The  Legislature  may  declare  the  cases  in  which  any  office 
shall  be  deemed  vacant,  and  also  the  manner  of  filling  the  vacancy 
where  no  provision  is  made  for  that  purpose  in  this  Constitution, 

§  32.  The  Legislature  shall  not  authorize  the  borrowing  of  money 
or  the  issuance  of'State  bonds  for  any  sum  exceeding  in  the  aggregate 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  without  submitting  a  proposition  therefor  to  a 
vote  of  the  people  for  their  approval  or  rejection,  except  in  case  of  war 
to  repel  invasion  oi-  suppress  insurrection. 


EXECUTIVE. 

§  1.  Tlie  Executive  Department  shall  consist  of  a  Governor,  Secre- 
tary of  State,  Auditor  and  Treasurer,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  the  elec- 
tors of  the  State  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October,  .and  ait  the  places 
of  voting  for  members  of  the  Legislature. 
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§  1.  The  Governor,  Secretary  of  State,  and  Treasurer  sliall  lioM 
their  offices  for  two  years ;  and  the  Auditor  for  four  years.  I'heir 
terms  of  ofl&ce  shall  commence  on  the  second  Monday  of  January  next 
after  their  election,  and  continue  until  their  successors  are  elected  and 
qualified. 

§  3.  The  returns  of  every  election,  for  the  officers  named  in  the 
foregoing  section,  shall  be  sealed  up  and  transmitted  to  the  seat  of 
government,  by  the  returning  officers,  directed  to  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  who,  during  the  first  week  of  the  session,  sliall  ojjen  and  pub- 
lish them,  and  declare  the  result,  in  the  presence  of  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  each  House  of  the  Legislature. 

The  person  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  declared  duly 
elected  ;  but  if  any  two  or  more  shall  be  highest  and  equal  in  votes 
for  the  same  office,  0!:c  of  '.iiom  shall  h>j  chuseii  liy  the  joint  \otc  of 
both  houses. 

§  4.  No  person  except  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  qualified 
elector  of  the  State,  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office  provided  for  by  this 
Constitution. 

§  5.  Should  there  be  no  session  of  the  Legislature  in  January  next 
after  an  election  for  any  of  the  oflicers  aforesaid,  the  returns  of  f*uch 
election  shall  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  opened,  ;ind  the 
I'esult  declared  by  the  Governor,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  })ro\'ided 
by  law. 

§  6.  The  supreme  executive  power  ,of  this  State  shall  be  \ested  in  the 
Governor. 

§  7.  He  may  require  information,  in  writing,  from  the  officers  in  the 
executive  department,  upon  any  subject  relating  to  tlie  duties  of  their 
respective  offices;  and  shall  see  that  the  laws  are  faithfuHy  executed. 

§  8.  He  shall  communicate  at  every  session,  by  message  to  the 
Legislature,  the  condition  of  the  State,  and  recommend  such  measures 
as  he  shall  deem  expedient. 

§  9.  He  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene  the  Legislature 
by  proclamation,  and  shall  state  to  both  houses,  when  assembled,  the 
purpose  for  which  they  have  been  convened. 

§  10.  Li  case  of  disagreement  between  the  two  houses  in  respect  to 
the  time  of  adjournment,  he  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  the  Legisla- 
ture to  such  time  as  he  may  think  proper,  but  not  beyond  the  regular 
meetings  thereof. 

§  11.  He  shall  be  commander  in-chief  of  the  military  and  naval 
forces  of  the  State,  except  when  th.y  shall  be  called  into  tlie  service  of 
the  United  States. 

§  12.  He  shall  have  power,  after  conviction,  to  grant  reprieves, 
commutations  and  pardons,  for  all  c  rimes  and  offences,  except  treason 
and  cases  of  impeachment,  upon  such  conditions  as  he  may  think 
proper;  subject,  however,  to  such  regulations  as  to  the  manner  of 
applying  for  pardon  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Upon  conviction    for   treason,  he  may  suspend  the  execution  of  the 
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;sente)ice,  and  report  the  case  to  the  Lci^islature,  at  its  next  lueeting,. 
when  the  Legishiture  shall  either  pardon,  coinnuite  the  sentence,  direct 
its  exeention,  or  grant  a  further  reprieve. 

He  shall  communicate  to  tlie  Legislature  at  every  ,i-egular  session^. 
each  case  of  reprieve,  commiitaticiti,  or  pardon  granted ;  stating  the 
name  and  crime  of  the  convict,  the  -sentence,  iis  date,  and  the  date  of 
die  commutation,  pardon,  or  reprieve,  with  his  reasons  therefor. 

§  13.  There  shall  be  a  seal  of  the  State,  which  shall  be  kept  by  the 
Cxovernor,  and  used  by  him  officialiy  ;  .and  shall  be  culled  "  The  (ireat 
•J5eal  of  the  State  of  Nebraska." 

§  14.  All  grants  and  commissions  shall  be  issued  in  the  name,  and 
by  the  anthonty  of  the  State  of  Nebraska,  sealed  with  the  (ireat  Seal, 
vsi'^ned  by  the  Governor,  and  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  Stiate. 
§  15.  "  No  member  of  Congress,  or  other  person  holdhig  otKce  luider 
the  authority  of  this  State,  or  of  the  United  States,  shall  executie  the 
•office  of  Governor,  except  as  herein  provided. 

§  16.  In  case  of  the  impeachment  of  the  Governor,  his  reuioval 
K'rom  office,  death,  resignation,  or  absence  from  the  State,  the  powers 
and  duties  of  the  office  shall  devolve  upon  the  Secretary  of  Stats,  until 
such  disability  shall  cease,  or  the  vacancy  be  tilled. 

8  17.  If,  during  the  vacancy  of  the  office  of  Governor,  the  Secretary 
of  State  shall  be  impeached,  displaced,  resign,  die,  or  be  abswit  from 
the  State,  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  office  of  Governor  shal5  devolve 
upon  the  President  of  the  Senate ;  and  sVould  a  vacancy  ocear  by  im- 
])eachment,  death,  resignation,  or  absence  from  the  State  of  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repit>sentatives. 
iiball  act  as  Governor  till  the  vacancy  be  filled. 

S  18.  Tlie  Governor  shall  receive  during  his  coiitinuaui-e  in  office-  an 
nnnual  compensation  of  0!ie  thousand  dollars  ;  the  Secretary  of  State» 
six  hundred  dollars  ;  the  State  Treasurer,  four  hundresi  dollars  ;  and 
the  State  Auditor,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

S  19.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  the  Legislature,  sh.all  be- 
fore it  becomes  a  law,  be  presented  to  the  Go\  ornor.  If  he  ai)[»rove, 
he  shall  sign  it ;  but  if  not,  he  shall  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to 
that  house  in  which  it  shall  have  originated,  who  shall  enter  the 
objections  at  large  upon  the  journal,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If, 
after  such  reconsideration,  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  shall 
a<'ree  to  i)ass  tlie  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  together  with  the  objections,  to 
the  other  house,  by  which  it  shall  likewise  be  reconsidered,  and  if 
approved  by  two-thirds  of  the  members  present,  it  shall  become  a  law  ; 
But  in  all  such  cases,  the  votes  of  both  houses,  shall  be  determined  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  the  n.ames  of  the  members  votuig  for  or  against  the 
bill  shall  be  entered  on  the  jom-nal  of  each  house  respectively.  •  If  any 
bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  Governor  within  three  days  (Simdays 
excepted),  after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a 
law,  unless  the  Legislature  shall  by  their  adjournment  prevent  its 
return,  in  which  case  it  shall  not  be  a  law. 
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§  20.     The  Secretary,  Auditor,  a^d  Treasurer  of  State,  shall  severally 
perform  such  duties  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 


JUDICIARY. 

J.  The  judicial  power  of  the  State  shall  be  vested  in  a  Supreme 
CtTurt,  District  Courts,  Pi'obnte  Courts,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  such 
inferior  courts  as  the  Legislature^ay  from  time  to  time  establish. 

The  Supreme  Court  shall  consist  of  a  Chief  Justice  and  two  Associate 
Justices,  any  two  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum,  and  shall  hold  a 
term  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  the  seat  of  government  of  the  State 
annually.  Said  Supreme  Judges  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  elec- 
tors of  the  Stato,  at  such  time,  and  in  such  maimer  as  may  be  provided 
by  law.  Said  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  hold  their  office  for 
the  term  of  six  years  from  the  time  of  their  election  and  until  their  suc- 
cessors shall  have  been  elected  and  qualified. 

§  2.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into  three  judicial  districts,  and  the 
District  Courts  shall  be  held  at  such  times  and  places  as  may  be  pro- 
vided by  law,  and  the  Legislature  shall  by  law  assign  the  Justices  to 
hold  District  Courts  in  the  several  districts :  Frovided,  that  until  the 
Legislature  shall  have  provided  by  law,  the  Governor  shall  have 
authority  to  make  such  assignment. 

§  3.^  The  Supreme  Court  shill  have  appellate  jurisdiction  only 
except  in  cases  relating  to  revenue,  mandamus,  quo  w<irranto,  habeas 
corpus,  and  such  cases  of  impeachment  as  may  be  required  to  be  tried 
before  it ;  and  both  the  Supreme  and  District  Courts  shall  have  both 
chancery  and  common  law  jurisdiction. 

§  4.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  several  courts  herein  provided  for,  both 
appellate  ancl  original  shall  be  as  fixed  by  law  :  Frovided,  that  Probate 
Courts,  Justices  of  the  Peace  or  any  inferior  court  that  may  be  estab- 
lished by  the  Legislature  shall  not  have  jurisdiction  in  any  matter 
wherein  the  title  or  boundaries  of  hmd  may  be  in  dispute.  Nor  shall 
either  of  the  courts  mentioned  in  this  proviso  have  power  to  order  or 
decree  the  sale  oi*  partition  of  real  estate  :  and  Frovided^  further.,  that 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  such  inferior  courts  as  may  be  established 
by  the  Legislature,  shall  not  have  jurisdiction  \yhen  the  debt  or  sum 
claimed  by  the  Legislature,  shall  not  have  jurisdiction  when  the  debt 
or  sum  claimed  shall  exceed  one  hundred  dollars,  and  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  District  and  Probate  courts,  and  Justices  of  the  Peace  shall  be 
imiform  throughout  the  State. 

§  5.  Probate  Judges,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  persons  holding 
inferior  courts,  herein  authorized  to  be  established  by  the  Legislature, 
shall  be  elected  by  the  electors  of  the  several  districts  for  which  they 
may  be  elected  in  the  manner  and  time  fixed  by  law. 

§  6.  The  salary  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  be  two 
thousand  dollars  each  per  annum  and  no  more;  and  all  other  judicial 
officers  shall  be  paid  for  their  services  in  fees  to  be  prescribed  by  law. 
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§  7.  The  Legislature  shall  by  law  provide  that  on  the  entry  or  com- 
mencement of  any  suit  in  the  District  Court,  the  pai-ty  so  commencing 
or  entering  such  suit,  shall,  before  the  same  is  so  commenced  or  entered, 
pay  to  the  clerk  of  said  District  Court  the  sura  of  live  dollars ;  and  in 
like  manner  on  the  entry  or  commencen.ent  of  any  suit  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  shall  pay  the  sum  often  dollars  to  the  clerk  thereof,  which  money 
so  paid,  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  State,  and  shall  be  paid  by  said 
clerks  to  the  proper  offices  designated  by  law,  as  by  laAv  may  be 
required;  which  money  so  received  ^all  be  held  and  cstoeiued  as  a 
judiciary  fund,  and  to  be  applied  in  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the 
Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Which  amounts  so  paid  shall  be  taxed 
as  costs  against  the  unsuccessful  party,  and  collected  as  other  costs : 
Provided,  the  Legislature  may  provide  by  law  for  dispensing  with  the 
payment  of  said  sums  of  money  in  cases  where  the  party  so  com- 
mencing or  entering  suit  shall  be  really  unable  to  pay  the  same,  and 
the  amount  shall  in  all  cases  be  taxed  and  collected  as  other  dosts  : 
Provided,  also,  that  the  Legislature  shall  have  power  wlienever  the 
amount  so  received  shall  exceed  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  to  reduce  the  amount  to  be  paid  so  that  the  gross 
amount  will  not  exceed  such  salaries. 

§  8.  The  Legislature  may,  after  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventy -five,  increase  the  number  of  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  the  judicial  districts  of  th*  State. 

§  9.  Li  all  cases  heard  before  the  Supreme  Court,  as  an  aj^pellate 
•court,  the  Justice  who  may  have  ricd  such  cause  in  tlie  court  below 
shall  not  participate  in  the  decision  thereof  until  the  other  two  Justices, 
if  present,  shall  have  failed  to  agree  in  the  decision  of  such  cause. 

§  10.  All  process,  writs,  and  other  proceedings  shall  run  in  the 
name  of  "  The  people  of  the  State  of  Nehraskay 


FINANCE. 

§  1.  No  money  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury,  except  in  pursu- 
ance of  an  appropriation  by  law. 

§  2.  The  credit  of  the  State  shall  never  be  given  or  bound  in  aid  of 
any  individual,  association,  or  corporation. 

I  3.  The  Legislature  shall  jirovidc  for  an  annual  tax  sufficient  to 
defray  the  estimated  expenses  of  the  State  for  each  year,  and  whenever 
the  expenses  of  any  year  shall  exceed  the  income,  the  Legislature  shall 
provide  for  levying  a  tax  for  the  ensuing  year,  sufficient,  with  other 
sources  of  income,  to  pay  the?' deficiency,  as  well  as  the  estimated 
expenses  of  such  ensuing  year. 

I  4.  For  the  purpose  of  defraying  extraordinary  expenditures,  the 
State  may  contract  piiblic  debts ;  but  such  debts  shall  never  in  the 
aggregate  exceed  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Every  siK-.h  debt  shall  be 
authorized  by  law,  for  some  purpose  or  pin-poscs  to  be  distinctly  speci- 
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fied  therein  ;  and  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  tlie  members  elected  to 
each  house,  to  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  shall  be  necessary  to  the 
passage  of  such  laws  ;  and  every  such  law  shall  provide  for  levying  an 
annual  tax  sufficient  to  pay  the  annual  interest  of  such  debt,  and  the 
pi-incipal  within  ten  years  from  the  passage  of  such  law ;  and  shall 
specially  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  such  taxes  to  the  payment  of  such 
principal  and  interest ;  and  such  appropriation  shall  not  be  repealed, 
nor  the  taxes  be  postponed  or  diminished  until  the  principal  and  inter- 
est of  such  debt  shall  have  beeti  wholly  paid. 

§  5.  The  Legislature  may  also  borrow  money  to  repel  invasion, 
suppress  insurrection,  or  defend  the  State  in  time  of  war;  but  the 
money  thus  raised  shall  be  applied  exclusively  to  the  object  for  which 
the  loan  was  authorized,  or  to  the  re-payment  of  the  debt  thereby 
created. 

§  6.  The  State  shall  never  contract  any  debt  for  works  of  internal 
improvement,  or  be  a  party  in  carrying  on  such  works  ;  but  whenever 
grants  of  land  or  other  property  shall  have  been  made  to  the  State, 
especially  dedicated  by  the  grant  to  particular  works  of  internal  im- 
provement, the  State  may  carry  on  such  particular  works,  and  shall 
devote  thereto  the  avails  of  such  grants,  and  may  pledge  or  appropriate 
the  revenues  derived  from  such  works  in  aid  of  their  completion. 


EMINENT  DOMAIN. 

§  1.  The  State  shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  on  all  rivers  bor- 
dering on  this  State,  so  far  as  such  rivers  shall  form  a  common  boun- 
dary to  the  State,  and  any  other  State  or  Territory  now  or  hereafter  to 
be  formed  and  bounded  by  the  same.  And  the  river  Missouri,  and  the 
navigable  waters  leading  into  the  Missouri,  and  the  carrying  places 
between  the  same,  shall  be  common  highways,  and  forever  free,  as 
well  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  as  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  without  any  tax,  impost,  or  duty  thei'efor. 

§  2.  The  title  of  all  lands  and  other  property,  which  have  accrued 
to  the  Territory  of  Nebraska,  by  grant,  gift,  purchase,  forfeiture, 
escheat  or  otherwise,  shall  vest  in  the  State  of  Nebraska. 

§  3.  The  people  of  the  State,  in  their  right  of  sovereignty,  are 
declared  to  possess  the  ultimate  property  in  and  to  all  lands  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  State  ;  and  all  lands  the  title  to  which  shall  fail  from 
a  defect  of  heirs,  shall  revert,  or  escheat  to  the  people. 


EDUCATION. 


§  1.     The  principal  of  all  funds  arising  from  the  sale,  or  other  dispo- 
sition of  lands  or  other  property,  granted  or  entrusted  to  this  State  for 
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educational  and  religious  purposes,  shall  forever  be  preserved  inviolate 
and  undiminished  ;  and  the  income  arising  therefrom  shall  be  faithfully 
applied  to  the  specific  objects  of  the  original  grants  or  appropriations. 
The  Legislature  shall  make  such  provisions  by  taxation  or  otherwise,  as, 
with  the  income  arising  from  the  school  trust  fund,  will  secure  a  thor- 
ough and  efficient  system  of  common  schools  throughout  the  State  ;  but 
no  religious  sect  or  sects,  shall  ever  have  any  exclusive  right  to,  or  con- 
trol of  any  part  of  the  school  funds  of  this  State. 

§  2.  The  university  lands,  school  lands,  and  ail  other  lands  which 
have  been  acquired  by  the  Territory  of  Nebraska,  or  which  may  here- 
after be  acquired  by  the  State  of  Nebraska  for  educational  or  school 
purposes,  shall  not  be  aliened  or  sold  for  a  less  sum  than  five  dollars 
per  acre. 


CORPORATIONS. 

§  1.  The  Legislature  shall  pass  no  special  act  conferring  corporate 
powers. 

§  2.     Corporations  may  be  formed  under  general  laws. 

§  3.  The  property  of  corporations,  now  existing  or  hereafter  created, 
fihall  forever  be  subject  to  taxation,  the  same  as  the  property  of  indi- 
diduals. 

§  4.  The  Legislature  shall  provide  for  the  organization  of  cities  and 
incorporated  villages  by  general  laws;  and  restrict  theii-  power  of 
taxation,  assessment,  borrowing  money,  contracting ^lebts  and  loaning 
their  credits,  so  as  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  such  power. 


AMENDMENTS. 

§  1.  If  at  any  time  a  majority  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  deem  it  necessary  to  call  a  convention  to  revise  or 
change  this  Constitution,  they  shall  recommend  to  tlie  electors  to  vote 
for  or  against  a  convention  at  the  next  election  for  members  of  the 
Legislature;  and  if  it  shall  a])pear  tliat  a  majority  of  the  electors  voting 
thereon  have  voted  for  a  convention,  the  Legislature  sliall  at  its  next 
session  provide  for  calling  such  convention. 


BOUNDARIES: 

§  1.  The  State  of  Nebraska  shall  consist  of  all  the  territory  included 
within  the  following  boundaries,  to-wit:  Commencing  at  a  point  formed 
by  the  intersection  of  the  western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
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with  the  fortieth  degree  of  north  latitude ;  extending  thence  due  west 
along  said  fortieth  degree  of  north  latitude,  to  a  point  formed  by  its 
intersection  with  the  twenty-fifth  degree  of  longitude  west  from  Wash- 
ington ;  thence  north  along  said  twenty-fifth  degree  of  longitude,  to  a 
point  formed  hy  its  intersection  with  the  forty.first  degree  of  Tiorth 
latitude;  thence  west  along  said  forty-first  degree  of  north  latitude  to 
a  point  formed  by  its  intersection  with  the  twenty-seventh  degree  of 
longitude  west  from  Washington  ;  thence  north  along  said  twenty- 
seventh  degree  of  Avest  longitude,  to  a  point  formed  by  its  intersection- 
with  the  forty-third  degree  of  north  latitude  ;  thence  east  along  said 
forty-third  degree  of  north  latitude  to  the  Reya  Paha  river;  thence 
down  the  middle  of  the  channel  of  said  river,  with  its  meanderings,  to 
its  junction'with  the  Niobrara  River ;  thence  down  the  middle  of  the 
channel  of  said  Niobrara  River,  and  following  the  meanderings  thereof 
to  its  junction  with  the  Missouri  River;  thence  down  the  middle  of  the 
•channel  of  said  Missouri  River,  and  following  the  meanderings  thereof 
;to  the  place  of  beginning. 

SCHEDULE. 

§  1.  That  no  inconvenience  may  arise  from  the  change  of  territorial 
^vernment  to  a  State  government,  it  is  declared  that  all  riglits,  suits, 
aetiqns,  prosecutions,  judgments,  recognizances,  claims  and  contracts, 
both  as  respects  persons  and  bodies  corporate,  shall  continue  and  bo 
<inforced  as  if  no  change  had  taken  place,  and  all  laws  now  in  force 
shall  j-emain  in  force  until  altered,  amended,  or  a})pealed  by  the  Legis- 
lature; Provided^  wherever  the  word  Territory  shall  occur,  it  shall  be 
.  construed  to  mean  State,  whenever  it  may  be  necessary,  in  order  that 
suck  laws  may  conform  to  the  State  government. 

•  §  2.  All  debts,  fines,  penalties,  recognizances,  and  forfeitures,  due 
and  owing  to  the  Territory  of  N(^bi';isk:i,  shall  insure  to  the  be^iefit  of 
the  State,  and  all  obligations  and  bonds  to  the  Territory  of  Nebraska  or 
any  office  thereof,  shall  be  esteemed  and  taken  as  «iue  and  owing  to 
the  State  of  Nebraska,  and  may  be  in  sucli  manner  enforced. 

§  3-  The  Irovernor  and  all  other  officers  of  the  Teraitorial  govern- 
ment, shall  continue  to  discharge  and  exercise  the  duties  of  their 
respective  offices,  until  superseded  by  the  j)rovisions  of  this  Constitu- 
tion or  the  officers  appointed  or  elected  by  authority  of  its  jjro visions. 

§  4.  The  first  election  for  Govei-nor,  Secret;u'y  of  State,  Auditor  of 
State,  one  Representative  to  Congress,  the  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Uepresentatives,  shall 
be  held  on  the  second  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-six,  at  the  places  and  in  the  mttr.ner  now  presciibed  by  law  for 
general  elections.  The  members  of  the  Senate  shall  be  elected  in  and 
from  the  same  districts  that  are  now  prescribe"!  by  law  for  councilmea 
disU'icts.  The  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
elected  in  and  from  the  same  districts  that  are  now  prescribed  by  law, 
for  members  of  the  Ho\ise  of  Representatives  of  the  Territory  of  Ne- 
braska, and  all  the  officers  mentioned,  to  wit:  Senators  and  Represen- 
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tatives  shall  hold  theu-  offices  until  the  first  Monday  in  January,  A.  D. 
186V;  Governor,  Secretary  of  State,  State  Auditor  and  Treasurer,  until 
the  second  Monday  in  January,  A.  D.  1869,  and  until  their  successors 
are  elected  and  qualified  ;  the  Supreme  Judges  until  the  first  day  of 
January,  A.  D.  1873. 

§  5.  '  The  first  session  of  the  Legislature  shall  be  held  at  the  capitol 
in  the  city  of  Omaha,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of  July,  A.  D. 
1866. 

§  6.  This  Constitution  is  foriued,  and  the  State  of  Nebraska  asks  to 
be  admitted  into  tlie  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States 
on  the  condition  and  faith  of  the  terms  and  propositions  stated  and 
specified  in  au  act  of  Congress  approved  April  nineteenth,  1864, 
authoi'izing  the  people  of  the  Territory  to  form  a  Constitution  and  State 
Government ;  the  people  of  the  State  of  Nebraska  hereby  accepting 
the  conditions  in  said  act  specified. 

§  7.  The  foregoing  Constitution  shall  be  submitted  to  the  electors 
of  the  Territory  of  Nebraska  at  an  election  to  be  held  on  the  second 
day  of  June  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six,  in 
the  several  election  districts  of  this  Territory.  The  ballots  at  such 
elections  shall  be  written  or  printed  as  follows: 

Those  in  favor  of  the  Constitution,  "  For  the  Comtitutiony 

Those  against  the  Constitution,  "  Against  the  Constitution.'''' 

The  polls  at  such  elections  shall  be  open  at  the  hour  of  nine  o'clock 
A.  M.,  and  close  at  six  o'clock  P.  M.^and  the  returns  of  such  elections 
shall  be  made  to  the  acting  Governor  ot*  the  Territory,  who,  together 
with  the  United  States  District  Attorney  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, or  any  two  of  them,  shall  canva?s  the  same,  and  if  a  majority 
of  the  legal  votes  shall  be  cast  for  said  Constitution,  the  same  shall  be 
the  Constitution  of  Nebraska. 

Said  Governor  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  President  of  the  United  | 
States ;  Provided,  that  the  said  election   shall   be   conducted   and   the 
returns  made  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same  regulations  as 
are  prescribed  by  law,  in  the  case  of  the  election  of  Territorial  officers. 

The  election  returns  for  the  Governor,  Secretary  of  State,  ^  Auditor, 
Treasurer  and  Supreme  Judges,  shall  be  made  to  the  same  offices,  and 
the  canvass  of  such  return  *mede  in  the  same  manner  as  is  now  pre- 
scribed by  law  for  Delegates  in  Congress. 

Resolved  hy  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Territory  of 
Nebraska,  That  the  forgoing  Constitution  be  submitted  to  the  qualified 
electors  of  the  Territory,  for  their  adoption  or  rejection,  at  an  election, 
hereby  authorized  to  be  held  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  specified  in 
the  seventh. (Vth)  section  of  the  Schedule  of  said  Constitution,  and  that 
the  returns  and  canvass  of  the  votes  cast  at  said  election  be  made  as  in 
%aid  section  prescribed. 

JAMES  G.  MEGEATH,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

O.  F.  MASON,  President  of  the  Council. 

ALVIN  SAUNDEES,  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Nebraska. 

Approved,  February  9th,  1866. 


standing  Rules  of*  the  House. 


THIRD    SESSION. 


OF  THE  DUTIES  OF  THE  SPEAKER. 
1.       He   shall   take  the   chair   every  day  precisely  at  the  hour 
to  which  the  House  shall  have  adjourned  on  the  preceeding  day ;  shall 
immediately  call  the  members  to  order  ;  and,  on  the  appearance  of  a 
quorum,  shall  cause  the  journal  of  the  preceding  day  to  be  read. 

2.  He  shall  preserve  order  and  decorum  ;  may  speak  to  points  of 
order  in  preference  to  other  members,  rising  from  his  seat  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  and  shall  decide  questions  of  order,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the 
House  by  any  two  members,  on  which  appeal  no  member  shall  speak 
more  than  once,  unless  by  leave  of  the  House. 

3.  He  shall  rise  to  put  a  question,  but  may  state  it  sitting. 

4.  Questions  shall  be  distinctly  put  in  this  form,  to-wit :  "  As 
many  as  are  of  the  opinion  that  (as  the  question  may  be)  say  Aye ;"  and 
after  the  affirmative  voice  is  expressed,  "As  many  as  are  of  the  contrary 
opinion,  say  No.'"  If  the  speaker  doubts,  or  a  division  be  called  for, 
the  House  shall  divide ;  those  in  the  affirmative  of  the  question  shall 
first  rise  from  their  seats,  and  afterwards  those  in  the  negative. 

5.  When  any  motion  or 'proposition  is  made,  the  question,  "  Will 
the  House  now  consider  it?"  shall  not  be  put,  unless  it  is  demanded  by 
some  member,  or  it  is  deemed  necessary  by  the  speaker. 

6.  The  speaker  shjill  exaiTiine  and  correct  the  journal  before  it  is 
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i-oad.  He  shall  have  a  general  direction  of  the  hall.  He  shall  have  a 
right  to  name  any  member  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  chair,  but  such 
substitution  shall  not  extend  beyond  an  adjournment. 

7.  All  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  speaker,  unless  other- 
wise especially  directed  by  the  House,  in  which  case  they  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  viva  voce  vote;  and  if  the  number  required  shall  not  be 
elected  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  given,  the  house  shall  proceed  to  a 
second  vote,  in  which  a  plurality  of  votes  shall  prevail,  and  in  case  a 
greater  number  than  is  required  to  compose  or  complete  a  committee 
shall  have  aa  equal  number  of  votes,  the  house  shall  proceed  to  a  further 
choice. 

8.  In  all  other  cases  of  election  than  for  committees,  a  majority 
of  the  votes  given  shall  be  necessary  to  an  election ;  and  where  there 
shall  not  be  such  a  majority  on  the  first  vote,  the  voting  shall  be  repeated 
until  a  majority  be  obtained. 

9.  In  all  cases  of  an  election  by  the  house,  the  speaker  shall  vote 
and  in  other  cases  he  shall  vote  when  the  yeas  and  nays  are  demanded, 
(except  upon  an  appeal  from  his  own  decision,)  when  the  house  is  equally 
divided,  or  when  his  vote,  if  given  to  the  minority,  will  make  the  divi- 
sion equal,  and  in  case  of  equal  division  the  question  shall  be  lost. 

lb.  la  all  cases  where  other  than  a  member  of  the  house  shall  be 
eligible  to  an  office  by  the  election  of  the  house,  there  shall  be  a  previous 
nomination. 

11.  In  all  cases  of  election  by  the  house  of  its  officers  the  vote 
shall  be  taken  viva  voce. 

12V  All  acts,  addresses  and  joint  resolutions,  shall  be  signed  by 
the  speaker;  and  all  writs,  warrants  ai\d  subpoenas,  issued  by  order  of 
the  house,  shall  be  under  his  hand  and  seal,  attested  by  the  clerk. 

13.  In  case  of  any  disturbance  or  disorderly  conduct  in  the  gal- 
leries or  lobby,  the  speaker  (or  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
house)  shall  have  power  to  order  the  same  to  be  cleared. 

14.  No  person,  except  members  of  the  Senate,  their  secretary, 
governor,  secretary,  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  marshal,  attorney 
general  of  the  State,  and  chaplains  of  the  legislative  assembly,  and 
such  other  persons  as  the  house  may  deem  it  proper  to  admit,  sliall  be 
admitted  within  the  halls  of  the  house  of  representatives. 
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ORDER  OP  BUSINESS  OF  THE  DAY. 

15.  As  soon  as  the  roll  is  called,  the  following  shall  be  the  order 
of  business. 

1.  Reading  the  journal. 

2.  Petitions  and  memorials.  ^ 

3.  Reports  from  standing  committees. 

4.  Reports  from  select  committees. 

5.  Resolutions. 

6.  Notices  and  introduction  of  bills. 

7.  Bills  on  first  reading. 

8.  Bills  on  second  reading. 

9.  Bills  on  third  reading. 

10.  Special  order  of  the  day.     • 

11.  Unfinished  business. 

ON  DECORUM  AND  DEBATE. 

16.  When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  in  debate,  or  deliver  any 
matter  to  thfe  house,  he  shall  rise  from  his  seat,  and  respectfully  address 
himself  to  "Mr.  Speaker,"  and  shall  confine  himself  to  the  question  un- 
der debate,  and  avoid  personalities. 

17.  If  any  member,  in  speaking  or  otherwise  transgress  the  rules 
of  the  house,  the  speaker  shall,  or  any  member  may,  call  to  order,  in 
which  case  the  member  so  called  to  order  shall  immediately  sit  down, 
unless  permitted  to  explain  ;  and  the  house  shall,  if  appealed  to,  de- 
cide on  the  case,,  but  without  debate;  if  there  be  no  appeal  the  decision 
of  the  chair  shall  be  submitted  to.  If  the  decision  be  in  favor  of  the 
member  called  to  order,  he  shall  be  at  liberty  to  proceed ;  if  otherwise, 
he  shall  not  be  permitted  to  proceed,  in  case  any  member  object  without 
leave  of  the  house  ;  and,  if  the  case  require  it,  he  shall  be  liable  to  the 
ff Tisure  of  the  house. 

18.  If  a  member  be  called  to  order  for  words  spoken  in  debate, 
the  person  calling  him  to  order  shall  repeat  the  words  excepted  to,  and 
they  shall  be  taken  down  in  writing,  at  the  clerk's  table  ;  and  no  mem- 
ber shall  be  held  to  answer,  or  be  subject  to  the  censure  of  the  house  for 
words  spoken  in  debate,  if  any  member  has  spoken,  or  other  business 
intervened,  after  the  Avords  spoken,  and  before  exception  to  them  shall 
have  been  taken. 


19.  When  two  or  more  members  happen  to  rise  at  once,  the  speak- 
er shall  name  the  member  who  is  to  speak. 

20.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  once  to  the  same  question 
without  leave  of  the  house,  except  in  explanation,  unless  he  be  the 
mover  or  proposer  or  introducer  of  the  matter  pending  ;  in  which  case 
he  shall  be  permitted  to  speak  in  reply,  but  not  until  every  member 
choosing  to  speak  shall  have  spoken. 

21.  If  a  question  pending  be  lost  by  adjournment  of  the  house, 
and  revived  on  the  succeeding  day,  no  member  who  shall  have  spoken  on 
the  preceding  day,  shall  be  permitted  again  to  speak  without  leave  ex- 
cept the  mover,  proposer  or  introducer  of  the  matter  pending,  who  shall 
have  the  same  right  as  in  thelast  preceding  rule. 

22.  While  the  speaker  is  puttin^g  any  question,  or  addressing  the 
house,  none  shall  walk  out  of  or  across  the  house ;  nor,  in  such  case,  or 
when  a  member  is  speaking,  shall  entertain  private  discourse  ;  nor  while 
a  member  is  speaking  shall  pass  between  him  and  the  chair.  Every 
member  shall  remain  uncovered  during  the  session  of  the  house.  No 
member,  or  other  person,  ghall  visit,  or  remain  by  the  clerk's  table  while 
the  yeas  and  nays  are  calling,  or  ballots  are  counting. 

23.  No  member  shall  vote  on  any  question,  in  the  event  of  which 
he  is  immediately  and  particularly  interested,  or  in  any  case  where  he 
wag  not  within  the  bar  of  the  house  when  the  question  was  put.  And 
when  any  member  shall  ask  leave  to  vote,  the  speaker  shall  propound  to 
liim  the  question.  "Were  you  within  the  bar  when  your  name  was 
called  V" 

24.  Upon  a  division  and  count  of  the  house  on  any  question,  no 
member  without  the  bar  shall  be  counted. 

25.  Every  member  who  shall  be  in  the  House  when  the  question 
is  put,  shall  give  his  vote  unless  the  House  for  special  reasons,  shall  ex- 
cuse him.  All  motions  to  excuse  a  member  from  voting  shall  be  made 
before  the  House  divides,  or  before  the  calls  of  the  yeas  and  nays  is 
commenced  ;  and  any  member  requesting  to  be  excused  from  voting  may 
make  a  brief  verbal  statement  of  the  reasons  for  making  such  request, 
and  the  question  shall  then  betaken  without  further  debate. 

20.  When  a  motion  is  made  and  seconded  it  shall  be  stated  by  the 
Speaker,  or,  being  in  writing,  it  shall  bo  handed  to  the  Cliair,  and  read 
aloud  by  the  clerk,  before  debated. 

■# 
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27.  Every  motion  shall  be  reduced  to  writing,  if  the  Speaker,  or 
any  member  desire  it.  * 

28.  After  the  motion  is  stated  by  the  Speaker,  or  read  by  the  clerk 
it  shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  possession  of  the  House,  but  may  be  with- 
drawn, at  any  time  before  a  decision  or  amendment,  by  consent. 

29.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall  be  received, 
but  to  adjourn,  to  lie  on  the  table,  for  the  previous  question,  to  postpone 
indefinitely,  to  postpone  to  a  day  certain,  to  commit  or  amend ;  which 
several  motions  shall  have  precedence  in  the  order  in  which  they  are 
arranged  ;  and  no  motion  to  postpone  to  a  day  certain,  to  commit,  or  to 
postpone  indefinitely,  being  decided,  shall  again  be  allowed  on  the  same 
day,  and  at  the  same  stage  of  the  bill  or  propositio  n.  A  motion  to  strike 
out  the  enacting  words  of  a  bill  shall  have  precedence  of  a  motion  to 
amend,  and  if  carried,  is  equivalent  to  its  rejection. 

30.  When,  a  resolution  shall  be  ofi'ered,  or  a  motion  made  to  refer 
any  subject,  and  different  committees  shall  be  proposed,  the  question 
shall  be  taken  in  the  following  order  :  The  committee  of  the  whole  ;  a 
standing  committee;  a  select  committee. 

31.  A  motion  to  adjourn,  and  a  motion  to  fix  the  day  to  which  the 
House  shall  adjourn,  shall  be  always  in  order ;  these  motions  and  the 
motion  to  lie  on  the  table,  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

32.  The  hour  at  which  every  motion  to  adjourn  is  made  shall  be 
entered  on  the  journal. 

33.  The  previous  question  shall  be  in  this  form  :  "  Shall  the  main 
question  be  now  put  ?"  It  shall  only  be  admitted  when  seconded  by 
a  majority  of  the  members  present,  and  its  efi'ects  shall  be  to  put  an  end 
to  all  debate,  md  bring  the  House  to  a  direct  vote  upon  amendments 
reported  by  a  committee,  if  any,  upon  pending  amendments,  and  then 
upon  the  main  question.  On  a  motion  for  the  previous  question,  and 
prior  to  the  seconding  of  the  same,  a  call  of  the  House  shall  be  in 
order ;  but  after  a  majority  shall  have  seconded  such  a  motion,  no  call 
shall  be  in  order  prior  to  a  decision  of  Hhe  main  question. 

34.  On  a  previous  question  there  shall  be  no  debate.  All  inci- 
dental questions  of  order,  arising  after  a  motion  is  made,  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  and  pending  such  motion,  shall  be  decided,  whether  on 
app'eal  or  otherwise,  without  debate. 

35.  Any  member  may  call  for  the  division  of  a  question,  which 
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shall  be  divided  if  it  comprehend  propositions  in  substance  so  distinct 
that  one  bei^g  taken  away  a  substantive  proposition  shall  remain  for  the 
decision  of  the  House.  A  motion  to  strike  out  and  insert  shall  be 
deemed  indivisible  ;  but  a  motion  to  strike  out  being  lost,  shall  preclude 
neither  amendment  nor  a  motion  to  strike  out  and  insert. 

36.  Motions  and  reports  may  be  committed  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
House. 

37.  No  motion  or  proposition,  on  a  subject  different  from  that 
under  consideration  shall  be  admitted  under  color  of  amendment.  No 
bill,  or  resolution,  shall,  at  any  time,  be  amended  by  annexing  thereto, 
or  incorporating  therewith  any  other  bill,  or  resolution,  pending  before 
the  House. 

38.  When  a  motion  has  once  been  made  and  carried  in  the  affirm- 
ative or  negative,  it  shall  be  in  order  for  any  member  of  the  majority  to 
move  for  a  reconsideration  thereof  on  the  same,  or  succeeding  day ;  and 
such  motion  shall  take  precedence  of  all  other  questions,  except  a  mo- 
tion to  adjourn. 

39.  When  the  reading  of  a  pa'per  is  called  for,  and  the  same  is 
objected  to  by  any  member,  it  shall  be  determined  by  a  vote  of  the 
House. 

40.  The  unfinished  business  in  which  the  House  was  engaged  at 
the  last  preceding  adjournment,  shall  have  the  preference  in  the  orders 
of  the  day ;  and  no  motion  on  any  other  business  shall  be  received 
without  special  leave  of  the  House,  until  the  former  is  disposed  of. 

41.  Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  which  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate  shall  be  necessary,  shall  be  read  to  the  House,  and  laid  on 
the  table  on  a  day  preceding  that  on  which  the  same  shall  be  moved, 
unless  the  House  shall  otherwise  expressly  allow. 

42.  Any  five  members  may  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  any 
question,  and  may  demand  the  call  of  the  House ;  and  a  majority  of 
the  members  present  may  compel  the  presence  of  all  members  subject 
to  a  call  of  the  House.  * 

43.  Upon  call  of  the  House,  or  upon  taking  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  any  question,  the  names  of  the  members  shall  be  called  alphabeti- 
cally. 1 

44.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the  service  of  the 
House,  unless  he  have  leave,  or  he  be  sick,  or  unable  to  attend. 
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45.  Upon  the  call  of  the  House,  the  names  of  the  members  shall 
be  called  over  by  the  clerk,  and  the  absentees  noted ;  after  which  the 
names  of  the  absentees  shall  be  again  called  over  ;  the  doors  shall  then 
be  shut  and  those  for  whom  no  excuse  are  made,  may,  by  order  of  those 
present,  if  five  in  number,  be  taken  into  custody  as  they  appear,  or  may 
be  sent  for,  and  taken  into  custody  wherever  found,  by  special  messen- 
gers to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

46.  When  a  member  shall  be  discharged  from  custody,  and  ad- 
mitted to  his  seat,  the  House  shall  determine  whether  such  discharge 
shall  be  with  or  without  paying  fees  ;  and  in  like  manner,  whether  a  de- 
linquent member  taken  into  custody  by  a  special  mesenger,  shall  or 
shall  not  be  liable  to  defray  the  exepenses  of  such  special  messenger. 

47.  A  Sergeant-at-Arms  shall  be  elected,  to  hold  his  office  during 
the  pleasure  of  the  House,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  attend  the  House 
during  its  sittings  ;  to  execute  the  commands  of  the  House  from  time  to 
time,  together  with  all  such  process  issued  by  authority  thereof,  as  shall 
be  directed  to  him  by  the  Speaker. 

48.  The  fees  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  shall  be,  for  every  arrest, 
the  sum  of  two  dollars  ;  for  each  day's  custody  and  releasment,  one  dol- 
lar ;  and  for  traveling  expenses,  for  himself  or  a  special  messenger,  go- 
ing and  returning,  one-tenth  of  a  dollar  per  mile. 

49.  The  Sergeant-at-Arms  and  door  keeper  shall  be  sworn  to 
keep  the  secrets  of'  the  House. 

50.  Twenty-two  standing  committees' shall  be  appointed  at  the 
commencement  of  each  session,  viz  : 

Privileges  and  Elections. — Daily,  Kelly,  Bennet,  Griffin,  Crawford. 

W.ays  and  Means. — Wiles,  Frost,  Bennet,  Waldter,  Butler. 

Judiciary. — Kelly,  Woolworth,  Unthank,  Fuller,  Sroat. 

Accou7its  and  Expenditures — Parmelee,  Baker,  Kelly,  Rockwell,  Hicklin. 

Agriculture. — Butler;  Cole,  Preston,  Anderson,  Slader. 

Roads. — Collins,  Clark,  Wallichs,  Slader,  Hicklin. 

Militia. — Tucker,  Crawford,  Hoile,  Preston,  Dunham. 

Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. — Crow,  Hicklin,  Griffin,  Collins,  Wiles, 

Cadman,  Rockwell,  Crawford,  Beebe. 
Internal  Improvements. — Griffin,  Cole,  Dewesse,  Townsend,  Cadman. 
Federal  Relations. — Baker,  Frost,  Haywood,  Daily,  Anderson. 
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Engrossed  and  Enrolled  Bills. — Hoile,   Harvey,  Parmelee,    Duerfeldt, 

Unthank. 
County  Boundaries  and  County   Seats. — Unthank,   Townsend,   Kelly, 

Hoile,  Fuller. 
Corporations. — Crow,  Slader,  Crawford,  Frost,  Baltzley. 
Library. — Woolworth,  AVallichs,  Duerfeldt,  Anderson,  Morton. 
Banks  and  Currency. — Trumble,  Haywood,  Collins,  Beebe,  Sroat. 
Common  Schools.  Colleges,  and  Universities. — Fuller,  Harvey,  Bennet, 

Frost,  Daily. 
Public  Printing. — Haywood,  Rockwell,  Parmelee,  Baltzley,  Baker. 
Mines  and  Minerals. — Cadman,  Trumhle,  Dunham,  Dewesse,  Tucker. 
Immigration. — Duerfeldt,  Waldter,  Woolworth,  Wallichs,  Cole. 
Manufactures  and   Commerce. — Waldter,   Duerfeldt,  Dunham,    Clark, 

Preston. 
School  Lands. — Harvey,  Crawford,  Butler,  Fuller,  Baltzley. 
Public  Lands  [except  School.) — Townsend,  Slader,  Woolworth,  Morton, 

Beebe. 

51.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  of  elections  to  examine 
and  report  upon  the  certificates  of  election,  or  other  credentials  of  the 
members,  returned  to  serve  in  this  house;  and  to  take  into  their  considera- 
tion all  such  petitions,  and  other  matters  touching  elections  and  returns 
as  shall,  or  may  be,  presented,  or  come  into  question,  and  be  referred  to 
them  by  the  House. 

52.  The  several  standing  committees  of  the  House  shall  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

OF  BILLS. 

53.  Every  bill  shall  be  introduced  on  the  report  of  a  committee, 
or  by  motion  for  leave.  In  the  latter  case,  at  least  one  day's  notice 
shall  be  given  of  the  motion  ;  and  the  motion  shall  be  made,  and  the 
bill  introduced,  if  leave  is  given,  when  notices  and  the  introduction  of 
bills  are  called  for  ;  such  motion,  or  the  bill,  when  introduced,  may  be 
committed. 

54.  Every  bill  shall  receive  three  several  readings  in  the  House 
previous  to  its  passage,  and  bills  shall  be  dispatched  in  order  as  they 
were  introduced,  unless  where  the  House  shall  direct  otherwise ;  but  no 
bill  shall  be  twice  read  on  the  same  day  without  a  special  order  of  the 
House,  three-fourths  of  the  members  thereof  concurring. 
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55.  The  first  reading  of  the  bill  shall  be  for  information;  and  if 
opposition  be  made  to  it,  the  question  shall  be,  "Shall  this  bill  be  rejec- 
ted ?"  If  no  opposition  be  made,  or  if  the  question  of  rejection  be  nega- 
tived, the  bill  shall  go  to  its  second  reading  without  a  question. 

56.  Upon  a  second  reading  of  a  bill,  the  speaker  shall  state  it  as 
ready  for  commitment  or  engrossment ;  and  if  committed,  then  a  ques- 
tion shall  be  whether  to  select  or  standing  committee,  or  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole  house  ;  if  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  the  house 
shall  determine  on  what  day;  if  no  motion  be  made  to  commit,  the 
question  shall  be  stated  on  its  engrossment ;  and  if  it  be  not  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  on  the  day  of  its  being  reported,  it  shall  be  placed  in  the 
general  file  on  the  speaker's  table,  to  be  taken  up  in  its  order.  But  if 
the  bill  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  the  house  shall  appoint  the  day  when 
it  shall  be  read  the  third  time. 

57.  After  commitment  and  report  thereof  to  the  house,  or  any 
time  before  its  passage,  a  bill  may  be  recommitted. 

58.  All  bills  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  shall  be  executed  in  a  fair 
round  hand. 

59.  Upon  the  passage  of  every  bill  or  joint  resolution,  the  vote 
shall  be  by  yea  or  nay,  and  this  rule  shall  not  be  suspended. 

60.  All  messages  from  the  house  to  the  senate  shall  be  transmit- 
ted by  the  clerk,  or  assistant  clerk  of  the  house,  or  by  a  special  com- 
mittee appointed  for  the  purpose. 

61.  When  a  bill  shall  pa^,  it  shall  be  certified  by  the  clerk,  noting 
the  passage  at  the  foot  thereof. 

62.  No  standing  rule  or  order  of  the  house  shall  be  rescinded, 
changed  or  suspended,  except  by  a  vote  of  at  least  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present.  Nor  shall  the  order  of  businass  as  established  by  the 
rules  of  the  house  be  postponed  or  changed,  except  by  a  vote  of  g.t  least 
two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 

63.  It  shall  be  in  order  for  the  committee  on  enrolled  bills  to  re- 
port at  any  time. 

64.  The  rules  of  parlimentary  practice,  comprised  in  Jefierson's 
manuel,  shall  govern  the  house  in  all  cases  to  which  they  are  applicable 
and  in  which  they  are  not  inconsistent  with  the  standing  rules  and  or- 
ders of  the  house,  and  joint  rules  of  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives. 
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65.  No  bill  or  question  wliicli  has  been  once  passed  or  rejected, 
shall  be  called  up  for  consideration  during  the  same  session,  unless  two- 
thirds  of  the  house  shall  be  in  favor  of  taking  up  the  same. 

66.  No  amendment  by  way  of  rider  shall  be  received  to  any  bill 
on  its  third  reading. 

67.  Every  bill  of  a  general  nature  shall,  after  its  second  reading, 
and  being  reported  back  by  the  committee  be  printed  without  a  special 
order  of  the  house. 

68.  All  bills  for  general  laws,  shall  take  precedence  on  the  Speak- 
er's table  to  local  bills,  corporations  and  special  enactments. 

69.  That  hereafter  the  hour  of  convening  be  10  o'clock,  a.  m., 
and  of  adjournment  at  12  meridean,  until  otherwise  ordered. 


JOIJNT    R-XJ1L.es 


SEMTB  m  llOlISi  OF  UEPRBSENTlTllfES. 


1.  •  In  every  case  of  an  amendment  of  a  bill  agreed  to  in  one  House, 
and  dissented  to  in  the  other,  if  either  House  shall  request  a  conference, 
and  appoint  a  committee  for  that  purpose,  and  the  other  House  shall 
appoint  a  committee  to  confer,  such  committee  shall,  at  a  convenient 
hour,  to  be  agreed  upon  by  their  Chairman,  meet  and  state  to  each 
other  verbally,  or  in  writing,  as  either  shall  choose,  the  reasons  of  their 
respective  Houses  for  and  against  the  amendment,  and  confer  freely 
thereon. 
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2.  When  a  messao;e  shall  be  sent  from  the  Senate  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  it  shall  be  announced  at  the  door  of  the  House  by  the 
doorkeeper,  and  shall  be  respectfully  communicated  to  the  Chair  by  the 
person  by  whom  it  may  be  sent. 

3.  The  same  ceremony  shall  be  observed  when  a  message  shall  be 
sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  Senate. 

4.  Messages  may  be  transmitted  from  one  House  to  the  other  at 
any  time  while  the  House  to  which  the  message  is  sent  is  in  session,  pro- 
vided neither  House  shall  have  adjourned  for  a  longer  period  than  one 
day.*  .' 

5.  While  bills  are  on  their  passage  between  the  two  houses,  they 
shall  be  on  paper,  and  under  the  signature  of  the  Chief  Clerk  of  each 
house  respectively. 

6.  After  a  bill  shall  have  passed  both  houses,  it  shall  be  duly  en- 
rolled by  the  Enrolling  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  or  of 
the  Senate,  as  the  bill  may  have  originated  in  the  one  or  the  other 
house,  before  it  shall  be  presented  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  for  his 
approval  f 

7.  When  bills  are  enrolled,  they  shall  be  examined  by  a  joint 
committee  of  three  from  the  Senate,  and  five  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, appointed  as  a  standing  committee  for  that  purpose,  one  of 
whom,  from  each  house,  shall  carefully  compare  the  enrollment  with 
the  engrossed  bills,  as  passed  in  the  two  houses,  and  correcting  any 
errors  that  may  be  discovered  in  the  enrolled  bills,  make  their  report 
forthwith  to  their  respective  houses. | 

8.  After  examination  and  report,  each  bill  shall  be  signed  in  their 
respective  houses,  first  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
then  by  the  President  of  the  Senate. 

9.  After  a  bill  shall  have  thus  been  signed  in  each  house,  it  shall 
be  presented  by  the  said  committee  to  the  Governor  for  his  approbation, 


These  joint  rules  were  adopted  in  the  Council,  January,  16th,  1856. — Journal  of 
t/ie  nccond  scKsioti,  page  87. 

"AH  after  the  word  "proper,"  in  the  4th  rule,  added  October  I,  1858. — Coimcil 
.luurmd  of  lite  fifth  session  pij(jc  52. 

t  Phraseology  changed  October  1,  1858. 

JThe  numbers  have  varied,  and  the  words  "  one  of  whom  from  each  house,"  were 
inserted  in  the  report  made  January  7,  1862. — Journal  of  the  Eighth  session,  page  163. 
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(it  being  first  endorsed  on  the  back  of  the  roll,  certifying  in  which  house 
the  same  originated ;  which  endorsement  shall  be  signed  by  the  Chief 
Clerk  of  the  House  in  which  the  same  did  originate,)  and  shall  be  enter- 
ed on  the  journal  of  each  house.  The  said  committee  shall  report  the 
day  of  presentation  to  the  Governor;  which  time  shall  be  carefully  en- 
tered on  the  journal  of  each  house.* 

10.  All  orders,  resolutions  and  votes,  which  are  to  be'presented  to 
the  Governor  of  the  State,  for  his  approbation,  shall  also,  in  the  same 
manner,  be  enrolled,  examined  and  signed  ;  and  shall  be  presented  in 
the  same  manner,  and  by  the  same  committee,  as  provided  in  the  case  of 
bills.  *  ' 

11.  When  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representativesshall  judge  it 
proper  to  make  a  joint  address  to  the  Governor,  it  shall  be  presented  to 
him  by  the  President  of  the  Senate,  in  the  presence  of  the  Speaker, 
and  both  houses. 

12.  When  a  bill  or  resolution,  which  has  been  passed  in  one  house 
shall  be  rejected  in  the  other,  it  shall  not  be  brought  in  during  the  same 
session,  without  leave  of  two-thirds  of  that  house  in  which  it  shall  be 
renewed.f 

13.  Each  house  shall  transmit  to  the  other,  in  case  they  are  de- 
manded, all  papers  on  which  any  bill  or  resolution  shall  be  founded. 

14.  After  each  house  shall  have  adhered  to  their  disagreement,  a 
bill  or  resolution  shall  be  lost. 


*The  last,  sentence  of  the  9tli  rule  was  added  October  1,  18o8. — Jonrnal  of  1  he  fifth 
spusion,  page  53. 

fThe  rule  originally  required  also  a  notice  of  three  days. — Jonrnal   of  the  necond 
session,  patje  88. 

The  12th  and  16th  rules,  adopted  at  the  second  session,    were   dropped  at   the    fifth 
session,  and  have  not  since  been  revived.  . 
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House  of  Representatives,  May  21, 1867,  . 

Ordered,  That  portions  of  the  Governor's  Proclamation  be  referred  to 
the  several  Committees  of  the  House  as  follows : 

Whereas,  The  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Nebraska  provides  ttat "  the 
"  Legislature  may  on  extraordinary  occasions  be  convened  by  proclamation 
"  of  the  Governor,  and  when  so  convened,  shall  transact  no  business  except 
"  such  as  relates  to  the  objects  for  which  they  were  so  convened,  to  be  stated 
"  in  the  proclamation  ot  the  Grovernor,"  and 

Whereas,  The  transition  of  Nebraska  from  a  Territorial  condition  to 
that  of  a  State,  absolutely  requires,  for  the  preservation  of  order,  and  the 
agricultural  and  commercial  interests  of  the  people,  that  the  Legislature 
should  convene  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Therefore,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and  by 
virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  me,  I,  David  Butler,  Governor  of  the 
state  of  Nebraska,  do  call  upon  the  members  of  the  Legislature  of  the  said 
State  to  meet  at  the  Capitol  in  the  city  of  Omaha,  on  Thursday,  the  six- 
teenth day  of  May  next,  at  the  hour  of  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  action  upon  the  following  subjects  of  Legislation  : 

1.  The  revision  or  amendment  of  the  Election  Law,  the  provision  of 
penalties  for  the  violation  thereof,  and  the  enactment  of  a  law  for  the  reg- 
istering of  voters. — Priveleges  and  Elections. 

2.  The  revision  or  amendment  of  the  statute  relating  to  '  Prosecuting 
Attorneys. — Judiciai-y. 

3.  The  revision  or  amendment  of  the  general  Incorporation  Law. —  Cor- 
porations, 

4.  The  revision  or  amendment  of  the  statute  regulating  interest. — Banks 
and  Currency. 

5.  The  revision  or  amendment  of  the  Revenue  Law. —  Wa.y»  and  Means. 

6.  The  amendment  of  section  thirty-eight  of  chapter  forty-three  of  the 
Revised  Statutes,  regulating  the  appointment  of  Commissionersof  Deeds. — 
— Judiciary. 

7.  The  revision  or  amendment  of  the  School  Law. —  Common  Schools^  dec. 

8  The  revision  or  amendment  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  to 
abolish  the  distinction  between  actions  at  law  and  suits  in  equity. — Jlidi- 
ciary. 

9  The  revision  or  amendment  of  the  sections  of  the  Revised  Statut  es, 
commencing  at  section  five  hundred  and  twenty-one,  page  four  hundred  and 
eighty-four,  entitled  "  Homesteads  and  other  Exemptions." — Judiciary. 

10  The  amendment  of  Charters  of  cities,  towns,  and  other  incorpora- 
tions.—  Corporations. 

11.     The  amendment  of  laws   regulating  fe«8  of  jurors  and  witnesses. 

— Accounts  and  Expenditures. 
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12.  The  amendment  of  statuteB  regulating  roads  and  election  of  super- 
visors.— Roads. 

13.  The  amendment  of  section  fifty-one,  page  fifty-five,  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  so  that  its  provisions  may  apply  to  the  .HdgfS  of  the  first  and 
second  Judicial  District. — Judiciary. 

14.  The  revision  or  amendment  of  any  general  or  special  law,  now  in 
force  ,  that  may  be  deemed  necessary. —  Committee  of  Whole  House. 

15.  'An  enactment  authorizing  counties  to  vote  taxes  for  internal  im- 
provements.— Internal  Impi-ovements. 

16.  Appropriations  for  Legislative  and  other  expenses. —  Ways  and 
Means. 

17.  Enactments  for  the  encouraging  of  innmigration. — Immiyration. 

18.  The  location  and  disposition  of  such  lands  as  are  or  may  be  hereafter 
donated  to  the  State  by  the  General  Grovernment  for  any  purpose. — Public 
Lands.^ 

19.  The  location  of -State  Public  Buildings,  and  makinc  such  provisions 
for  the  erection,  repair  or  completion  of  the  same  as  may  be  deemed  neces- 
sary.— Public  Ftdldings  and  Grounds. 

20.  The  location  of  such  State  roads  as  may  be  necessary. — Roads. 

21.  The  responsibility  of  railroad  companies  for  damages  done  to  stock 
by  their  employees. — Agriculture. 

22.  The  regulation  of  the  transit  of  Texas  or  other  foreign  cattle  over 
the  State. — Agriculture. 

23.  The  regulation  of  the  payment  of  salaries  of  State  and  Judicial 
Officers. —  Ways  aud  Means. 

24.  Proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as 
may  be  submitted  for  ratification. — Federal  Relations. 

25.  The  education  and  care  of  Deaf  Mutes. —  Common  Schools,  &c. 

26.  The  creation  of  the  office  of  School  Commissioner,  Adjutant  General 
and  Librarian  of  State,  and  such  other  officers  as  may  be  deemed  necessary, 
fixing  their  salaries  and  defining  their  duties. —  Commx)n  Schools,  &c. 

27.  Appropriations  for  pay  of  Deputy  Auditor,  and  clerks  for  State 
Officers. —  Ways  and  Means. 

28.  Making  provision  for  the  redemption  of  State  or  Territorial  Bonds. 
—  Ways  and  Means. 

29.  Providing  for  the  copying  of  the  records  of  Washington  county  so 
far  as  they  eflTect  the  title  to  property  in  Logan  Creek  precinct,  and  placing 
such  copies  on  the  records  of  Dodge  County. — A  Se.Ui-t  Committee  consisting 
of  the  m,embers  from  Washington  ami  Dodge   Countie>:. 

30.  Enactments  for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  State  Constitution, 
as  follows : 

Ist.  To  define  the  boundaries  of  Senatorial  and  Representative  Districts. 
— Privileges  and  Elections. 

2d.  To  prescribe  the  mode  of  organising  the  House  of  Representatives, 
at  the  commencement  of  each  regular  session. — Judiciary. 

3d.     To  provide  for   the   letting  of  contracts  for  supplying   stationery 
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requred  for  the  use  of  the  State,  and  for  doing  the  public  printing. — Public 
Printing. 

4th.     To  provide  for  the  organization  of  the  militia  — Militia. 

5th.  To  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  civil  ofl&cers  shall  be  tried  for 
misdemeanors  in  office. — Judicially. 

6th.  To  declare  the  cases  in  which  the  offices  shall  be  deemed,  vacant  and 
the  manner  of  filling  the  vacancies. — Judiciary. 

7th.  To  prescribe  the  manner  of  applying  for  pardon  of  convicts. — Ju- 
diciary. 

8th.     To  provide  a  Seal  for  the  State. —  Ways  and  MeoMs. 

9th.  To  prescribe  the  duties  of  Secretary,  Auditor  and  Treasurer  of 
State. — Judiciary. 

lUth.  To  prescribe  the  time  and  manner  of  electing  Supreme  Judges. — 
Judiciary. 

11th.  To  divide  the  State  into  Judicial  Districts,  to  prescribe  the  times 
and  places  of  holding  District  Courts,  and  to  assign  Judges  to  hold  District 
Courts,  in  the  several  Districts. — Judiciary. 

i  12th.     To  define  the  jurisdiction  of  the  several  courts,  and  to  establish 
such  inferior  courts  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. — Judiciary. 

13th.  To  provide  for  the  payment  of  fees  to  the  Clerks  of  the  District 
and  Supreme  Courts  by  the  party  commencing  or  entering  any  suit  in  said 
courts,  and  to  designate  the  officers  to  which  said  Clerks  shall  pay  such 
fees. — Judicia^ry. 

l4th.  To  provide  for  an  annual  tax  sufficient  to  defray  the  necessary  ex- 
penses of  each  year. —  Ways  and  Means. 

15th.  To  mike  provision  for  the  disposition  and  protection  of  SchooJ 
Lands. — School  Lands. 

16th.  To  provide  for  the  organization  of  cities  and  incorporated  villages. 
—  Corporations. 

31.  Such  other  enactments  as  may  be  deemed  necessary,  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution. —  Gommitfee  of  Whole  House. 

In  Testimony  Wheeeof,  I  have  hereto  set  my  hand,  and 
have  caused  to  be  affixed  to  the  same,  the 
Great  Seal  of  the  State  of  Nebraska,  this 
fourth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1867. 

DAYID  BUTLER.  Governor. 

By  the  Governor : 

Thos.  p.  Kennard,  Secretary  of  State. 


-.'v'-'j! 
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